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SOCIAL WELFARE ACT, 2000
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AN ACT TO AMEND AND EXTEND THE SOCIAL WELFARE
ACTS, SECTION 7A OF THE HEALTH CONTRIBUTIONS
ACT, 1979, AND THE PENSIONS ACT, 1990.

[29th March, 2000]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:

PART I

Preliminary

1.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Social Welfare Act, 2000.

(2) The Social Welfare Acts and this Act (other than Parts VII
and VIII) shall be construed together as one.

2.—In this Act—

‘‘the Act of 1995’’ means the Social Welfare Act, 1995;

‘‘the Act of 1996’’ means the Social Welfare Act, 1996;

‘‘the Act of 1997’’ means the Social Welfare Act, 1997;

‘‘the Act of 1998’’ means the Social Welfare Act, 1998;

‘‘the Act of 1999’’ means the Social Welfare Act, 1999;

‘‘the No. 2 Act of 1995’’ means the Social Welfare (No. 2) Act, 1995;

‘‘the Principal Act’’ means the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act,
1993.

3.—An instrument that is made under a provision of the Principal
Act that is amended by this Act and that is in force immediately
before the commencement of the amendment shall continue in force
as if made under the provision so amended.
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PART II

Increases

4.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by the substitution for Parts
I to IV (inserted by section 4 of the Act of 1999) of the Second
Schedule thereto of the Parts set out in Schedule A to this Act.

(2) This section comes into operation—

(a) in so far as it relates to unemployment benefit, on 27 April
2000,

(b) in so far as it relates to disability benefit, health and safety
benefit, injury benefit and disablement gratuity on 1 May
2000,

(c) in so far as it relates to retirement pension, invalidity pen-
sion and a relevant payment by virtue of section 18(1)(a)
of the Act of 1996, on 4 May 2000, and

(d) in so far as it relates to disablement pension, death benefit
under section 60, 61 or 62 of the Principal Act, old age
(contributory) pension, widow’s and widower’s (contri-
butory) pension and orphan’s (contributory) allowance,
on 5 May 2000.

5.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by the substitution for Parts
I and II (inserted by section 5 of the Act of 1999) of the Fourth
Schedule thereto of the Parts set out in Schedule B to this Act.

(2) This section comes into operation—

(a) in so far as it relates to unemployment assistance and farm
assist, on 26 April 2000,

(b) in so far as it relates to supplementary welfare allowance,
on 1 May 2000,

(c) in so far as it relates to disability allowance, on 3 May 2000,

(d) in so far as it relates to pre-retirement allowance, one-par-
ent family payment (other than where payable in respect
of a widow or widower), carer’s allowance and a relevant
payment by virtue of section 18(1)(b) or (c) of the Act of
1996, on 4 May 2000, and

(e) in so far as it relates to old age (non-contributory) pension,
blind pension, widow’s and widower’s (non-contributory)
pension, one-parent family payment payable in respect
of a widow or widower and orphan’s (non-contributory)
pension, on 5 May 2000.

6.—(1) The Fourth Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by
the substitution for Part III (inserted by section 6 of the Act of 1999)
of the following Part:
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Amounts of Child Benefit

Amount for each of first 2 children Amount for each child in excess of 2
(1) (2)

£42.50 £56.00

’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 1 September 2000.

7.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by the substitution for
section 198 (inserted by section 7(1) of the Act of 1999) of the follow-
ing section:

‘‘198.—Subject to this Act, an allowance (in this Act referred
to as ‘family income supplement’) shall be payable out of
moneys provided by the Oireachtas in respect of a family where
the weekly family income is less than—

(a) in the case of a family which includes only 1 child, £233,

(b) in the case of a family which includes 2 children, £253,

(c) in the case of a family which includes 3 children, £273,

(d) in the case of a family which includes 4 children, £293,

(e) in the case of a family which includes 5 children, £318,

(f) in the case of a family which includes 6 children, £338,

(g) in the case of a family which includes 7 children, £355, or

(h) in the case of a family which includes 8 or more children,
£372.’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 4 May 2000.

8.—(1) Section 10 of the Principal Act is amended by—

(a) the insertion after subsection (1)(a) of the following
subsection:

‘‘(aa) where in any contribution week a payment of not
more than £226 per week (or the equivalent
thereof in respect of an employed contributor
remunerated otherwise than on a weekly basis)
is made to or for the benefit of an employed
contributor in respect of reckonable earnings of
that contributor relating to an employment, a
contribution shall not be payable by that
employed contributor in respect of those earn-
ings from that employment.’’,

(b) the substitution in subsection (1)(b) for ‘‘a payment’’ of ‘‘a
payment of more than £226’’,
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(c) the substitution in subsection (1)(c) of ‘‘£26,500’’ for
‘‘£25,400’’ (inserted by section 8(1)(a) of the Act of 1999),

(d) the substitution in subsection (1)(d) of—

(i) ‘‘7.8 per cent.’’ for ‘‘8.5 per cent.’’, and

(ii) ‘‘11.3 per cent.’’ for ‘‘12 per cent.’’,

(both inserted by section 8(1)(c) of the Act of 1996),

(e) the substitution in subsection (1)(e) (inserted by section
8(1)(c) of the Act of 1999) of ‘‘£36,600’’ for ‘‘£35,000’’,
and

(f) the substitution in subsection (7) (inserted by section 12 of
the Act of 1996) of ‘‘7.8 per cent.’’ for ‘‘8.5 per cent.’’ and
of ‘‘11.3 per cent.’’ for ‘‘12 per cent.’’.

(2) This section, other than subsection (1)(d) and (f), comes into
operation on 6 April 2000.

(3) Subsection (1)(d) and (f) comes into operation on such day or
days as the Minister may appoint by order.

9.—(1) Section 18(1) of the Principal Act is amended by the sub-
stitution in paragraph (d) of ‘‘£26,500’’ for ‘‘£25,400’’ (inserted by
section 9(1) of the Act of 1999).

(2) This section comes into operation on 6 April 2000.

PART III

Carer’s Benefit

10.—Part II of the Principal Act is amended by the insertion after
Chapter 11 of the following Chapter:

‘‘Chapter 11A

Carer’s Benefit

Interpretation. 82A.—(1) Subject to this Act, in this
Chapter—

‘carer’ means a person who has attained the age
of 16 years and is under pensionable age and
who—

(a) resides with and provides full-time care
and attention to a relevant person, or

(b) subject to such conditions and in such
circumstances as may be prescribed,
does not reside with but provides full-
time care and attention to a relevant
person;

‘relevant person’ means a person (other than a
person in receipt of an increase of disablement
pension under section 57 in respect of constant
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she requires full-time care and attention, and
who—

(a) has attained the age of 16 years, or

(b) is under the age of 16 years and is a per-
son in respect of whom an allowance
is paid for domiciliary care of handi-
capped children under section 61 of
the Health Act, 1970.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a rel-
evant person shall be regarded as requiring full-
time care and attention where—

(a) he or she has such a disability that he or
she requires from another person—

(i) continual supervision and fre-
quent assistance throughout the
day in connection with normal
bodily functions, or

(ii) continual supervision in order to
avoid danger to himself or
herself,

and

(b) the nature and extent of his or her dis-
ability has been certified in the pre-
scribed manner by a medical prac-
titioner.

(3) The Minister may make regulations speci-
fying the circumstances and conditions under
which a person is to be regarded as providing full-
time care and attention to a relevant person.

Entitlement to 82B.—(1) Subject to this Act, a benefit (in this
benefit.

Act referred to as ‘carer’s benefit’) shall be pay-
able to a carer if he or she—

(a) was engaged in remunerative full-time
employment as an employed con-
tributor for the three-month period
immediately prior to the first day in
respect of which a claim to carer’s
benefit is made,

(b) does not engage in employment or self-
employment, and

(c) satisfies the contribution conditions in
section 82C.

(2) Subsection (1)(a) shall not apply in respect
of a claimant who was in receipt of carer’s benefit
within the period of three months immediately
prior to the first day in respect of which a claim
to carer’s benefit is made.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1)(b), the Min-
ister may make regulations to provide that a carer

9
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may engage in employment or self-employment
subject to such limitations in relation to hours or
remuneration as may be prescribed and subject
to such conditions and in such circumstances as
may be prescribed.

(4) Subsection (1)(c) shall not apply in the case
of a claimant who was previously in receipt of
carer’s benefit.

(5) In this section ‘remunerative full-time
employment’ means employment for an aggre-
gate of not less than 38 hours in each period of a
fortnight within the three-month period referred
to in subsection (1)(a).

Conditions for 82C.—(1) The contribution conditions for car-
receipt.

er’s benefit are that the carer has qualifying con-
tributions in respect of not less than 156 contri-
bution weeks in the period between his or her
entry into insurance and the first day for which
the benefit is claimed, and qualifying contri-
butions in respect of not less than—

(a) 39 contribution weeks in the last com-
plete contribution year before the
beginning of the benefit year which
includes the first day for which the
benefit is claimed, or

(b) 39 contribution weeks in the 12 months
immediately prior to the first day for
which the benefit is claimed, or

(c) 26 weeks in each of the last two complete
contribution years before the begin-
ning of the benefit year which
includes the first day for which the
benefit is claimed.

(2) Regulations may provide for modification
of the contribution conditions set out in subsec-
tion (1).

Rate of benefit. 82D.—(1) Subject to this Act, the rate (in this
Chapter referred to as the ‘scheduled rate’) of
carer’s benefit shall be—

(a) in the case of a person who is a carer
of more than one relevant person the
weekly rate set out in column (2) at
reference 7(b) in Part I of the Second
Schedule, and

(b) in any other case, the weekly rate set out
in column (1) at reference 7(a) in Part
I of the Second Schedule,

increased by the appropriate amount set out in
column (4) of that Part opposite that reference in
respect of each qualified child who normally
resides with the beneficiary.



[2000.] Social Welfare Act, 2000. [No. 4.]
Pt.III S.10(2) Any increase in carer’s benefit payable

under subsection (1) in respect of a qualified child
who normally resides with the claimant or ben-
eficiary and with the spouse of the claimant or
beneficiary shall be payable at the rate of one-
half of the appropriate amount and subsection (1)
shall be construed and have effect accordingly.

Duration of 82E.—A carer who has been in receipt of car-
payment.

er’s benefit for 65 weeks, whether consecutive or
not, in respect of the full-time care and attention
being provided to a relevant person, shall not
thereafter be entitled to such benefit in respect of
the full-time care and attention being provided to
the same relevant person.

Respite care grant. 82F.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), a grant (in
this section referred to as a ‘respite care grant’)
of £300, or such higher amount as may be pre-
scribed, shall be paid to a carer in respect of the
cost of respite care.

(2) A grant in accordance with subsection (1)
shall be payable each year to a carer who, on such
date each year as may be prescribed, is entitled
to or in receipt of carer’s benefit.

Medical 82G.—(1) A relevant person, in respect of
examination.

whose full-time care and attention a carer is
entitled to or in receipt of carer’s benefit, shall
attend for or submit to such medical or other
examination as may be required in accordance
with regulations.

(2) Regulations under subsection (1) may also
provide for disqualifying a person for receiving
carer’s benefit if the relevant person, in respect
of whose full-time care and attention the benefit
is payable, fails without good cause to attend for
or to submit to such medical or other examination
as may be required in accordance with those
regulations.

Payment of benefit. 82H.—Notwithstanding this Chapter—

(a) only one carer’s benefit shall be payable
to a carer, and only one carer’s benefit
shall be payable in respect of the full-
time care and attention being pro-
vided to a relevant person,

(b) carer’s benefit shall not be payable in
respect of the full-time care and atten-
tion being provided to a relevant per-
son in any case where a carer’s allow-
ance under Part III is being paid to
any person in respect of the full-time
care and attention being provided to
the same relevant person, and

(c) a prescribed relative allowance under
Chapter 10 of Part III shall cease to
be payable to a relevant person or

11
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prescribed relative, as the case may
be, where the prescribed relative or
any other person becomes entitled to
and receives a carer’s benefit in
respect of the full-time care and atten-
tion being provided to that relevant
person.

Disqualification. 82I.—A person who, having been in receipt of
carer’s benefit for a period of less than 6 weeks in
respect of the full-time care and attention being
provided to a relevant person, ceases to be
entitled to such benefit, shall be disqualified for
receipt of carer’s benefit in respect of the full-
time care and attention being provided to the
same relevant person for a period of 6 weeks
from the last day for which he or she was entitled
to the benefit.

Regulations. 82J.—Regulations may provide for requiring
an employer or any other person to furnish such
information as may be required for the purpose
of determining a claim to carer’s benefit.’’.

11.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by—

(a) the insertion in section 30(1) after paragraph (e) of the fol-
lowing paragraph:

‘‘(ee) carer’s benefit,’’,

(b) the insertion in Part I of the Second Schedule (inserted by
section 4 of this Act) after the rate of allowance contained
at reference 6 of the following rates:

‘‘7. Carer’s Benefit:

(a) in the case of a person to whom section
82D(1)(b) applies ...

D 88.50 D − D 13.20 D − D − D − D

(b) in the case of a person to whom section
82D(1)(a) applies ...

D 132.80 D − D 13.20 D − D − D − D ’’,

and

(c) the insertion after section 168A (inserted by section 11 of
the Act of 1999) of the following section:

‘‘168B.—(1) A relevant person in respect of whose
full-time care and attention a carer is entitled to or in
receipt of carer’s allowance shall attend for or submit to
such medical or other examination as may be required in
accordance with regulations.

(2) Regulations under subsection (1) may also provide
for disqualifying a person for receiving carer’s allowance
if the relevant person in respect of whose full-time care



[2000.] Social Welfare Act, 2000. [No. 4.]
Pt.III S.11and attention the allowance is payable fails without good

cause to attend for or submit to such medical or other
examination as may be required in accordance with those
regulations.’’.

(2) Each provision of the Principal Act mentioned in column (1)
of Schedule C to this Act is amended in the manner specified in
column (2) of that Schedule opposite the mention of the provision
in column (1).

12.—This Part comes into operation on such day or days as the
Minister may appoint by order or orders either generally or with
reference to any particular purpose or provision and different days
may be so appointed for different purposes or different provisions.

PART IV

Widowed Parent Grant

13.—The Principal Act is amended by the insertion after Chapter
19 of Part II of the following Chapter:

‘‘Chapter 19A

Widowed Parent Grant

116A.—(1) Subject to this Act, a grant (in this section
referred to as a ‘widowed parent grant’) of £1,000, or such higher
amount as may be prescribed, shall be paid to a widowed parent
on the death of his or her spouse.

(2) In this Chapter—

‘spouse’ includes a party to a marriage that has been dissolved,
being a dissolution that is recognised as valid in the State and
in relation to a widow or widower who has been married more
than once, refers only to the widow’s or widower’s last spouse;

‘widow’ includes a woman who would otherwise be a widow
but for the fact that her marriage has been dissolved, being a
dissolution that is recognised as valid in the State;

‘widowed parent’ means a widow or widower who—

(a) has at least one qualified child who normally resides
with him or her, and

(b) (i) is entitled to or in receipt of bereavement grant, or

(ii) is entitled to or in receipt of—

(I) death benefit under section 60, or

(II) widow’s (contributory) pension, or

(III) widower’s (contributory) pension, or

(IV) widow’s or widower’s (contributory) pension
by virtue of Council Regulation (EEC) No.

13
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1408/71 of the Council of 14 June 19711 or
by virtue of a reciprocal agreement under
section 238, or

(V) one-parent family payment,

which includes an increase in respect of a quali-
fied child;

‘widower’ includes a man who would otherwise be a widower
but for the fact that his marriage has been dissolved, being a
dissolution that is recognised as valid in the State.’’.

14.—Each provision of the Principal Act mentioned in column (1)
of Schedule D to this Act is amended in the manner specified in
column (2) of that Schedule opposite the mention of the provision
in column (1).

15.—This Part applies in respect of a person who became a widow
or widower on or after 1 December 1999.

PART V

Improvements in Social Welfare Schemes

16.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by the insertion after
section 87 of the following section—

‘‘87A.—(1) Notwithstanding this Chapter and regulations
made thereunder, a pension shall be payable in accordance with
this section in the case of a person who—

(a) has attained pensionable age,

(b) was an employed contributor under the National
Health Insurance Acts, 1911 to 1952, and

(c) has paid—

(i) contributions as an employed contributor under
the National Health Insurance Acts, 1911 to
1952, or

(ii) a combination of such contributions and qualify-
ing contributions,

in respect of not less than 260 contribution weeks
since he or she first became insured under the
National Health Insurance Acts, 1911 to 1952:

Provided that only one pension shall be payable to or in
respect of a person under this Chapter.

(2) In taking contributions paid by or in respect of an
employed contributor under the National Health Insurance
Acts, 1911 to 1952, into account under this section, every two
such contributions under those Acts shall be reckoned as three
contributions paid in respect of three contribution weeks, with

1 O.J. No.L149, 5.7.1971, p2
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in respect of two contribution weeks.

(3) A pension payable in accordance with this section shall
be payable at half the rate specified in column (2) at reference
3 of Part I of the Second Schedule.

(4) The weekly rate of old age (contributory) pension payable
in accordance with this section shall be increased by—

(a) half the amount set out in column (3) at reference 3 of
Part I of the Second Schedule for any period during
which the beneficiary has a qualified adult, subject
to the restriction that a beneficiary shall not be
entitled for the same period to an increase of pension
under this subsection in respect of more than one
person,

(b) half the amount set out in column (4) at reference 3
of Part I of the Second Schedule in respect of each
qualified child who normally resides with the ben-
eficiary,

(c) the amount set out in column (6) at reference 3 of Part
I of the Second Schedule where the beneficiary is
living alone, and

(d) the amount set out in column (7) at reference 3 of Part
I of the Second Schedule where the beneficiary has
attained the age of 80 years.’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 5 May 2000.

17.—(1) The Third Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by—

(a) the substitution in Rule 1 of Part I for paragraph (1) (as
amended by section 37 of the Act of 1996) and paragraph
(1A) (inserted by section 15 of the Act of 1996) of the
following paragraphs:

‘‘(1) (a) Other than in such circumstances and subject
to such conditions and for such periods
as may be prescribed, the weekly value
of property belonging to the person or to
his or her spouse (not being property
personally used or enjoyed by the person
or his or her spouse or a farm of land
leased either by the person or his or her
spouse) which is invested or otherwise
put to profitable use or is capable of
being, but is not, invested or put to prof-
itable use and such weekly value, calcu-
lated in accordance with subparagraph
(b), shall be deemed to constitute the
weekly means of a person from such
property.

(b) The weekly value of the property referred to
in subparagraph (a) shall be calculated as
follows:

15
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(i) the first £10,000 of the capital value
of the property shall be excluded,

(ii) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £10,000 but does not exceed
£20,000 shall be assessed at £1 per
each £1,000,

(iii) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £20,000 but does not exceed
£30,000 shall be assessed at £2 per
each £1,000, and

(iv) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £30,000 shall be assessed at
£4 per each £1,000.

(1A) Regulations may modify paragraph (1) in relation
to the calculation of the weekly value of property belong-
ing to a person.’’,

(b) the substitution in Rule 1 of Part II (as amended by section
25(1) of the Act of 1997) for paragraph (1) of the follow-
ing paragraph:

‘‘(1) (a) Other than in such circumstances and subject
to such conditions and for such periods
as may be prescribed, the weekly value
of property belonging to the person (not
being property personally used or
enjoyed by the person or a farm of land
leased by him or her) which is invested
or is otherwise put to profitable use by
the person or which, though capable of
investment or profitable use is not
invested or put to profitable use and such
weekly value, calculated in accordance
with subparagraph (b), shall be deemed
to constitute the weekly means of a per-
son from such property.

(b) The weekly value of the property referred to
in subparagraph (a) shall be calculated as
follows:

(i) the first £10,000 of the capital value
of the property shall be excluded,

(ii) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £10,000 but does not exceed
£20,000 shall be assessed at £1 per
each £1,000,

(iii) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £20,000 but does not exceed
£30,000 shall be assessed at £2 per
each £1,000, and
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capital value of the property as
exceeds £30,000 shall be assessed at
£4 per each £1,000,

but no account shall be taken under any
other provision of these Rules of any
appropriation of the property for the
purpose of current expenditure.’’,

(c) the substitution in Rule 1(3A) of Part II (inserted by section
37 of the Act of 1996) for ‘‘yearly’’ of ‘‘weekly’’, and

(d) the substitution in Rule 1 of Part IV (inserted by section 16
of the Act of 1999) for paragraph (2) of the following
paragraphs:

‘‘(2) (a) Other than in such circumstances and subject
to such conditions and for such periods
as may be prescribed, the weekly value
of all property belonging to him or her or
to his or her spouse (not being a farm of
land owned or leased either by him or
her or by his or her spouse) which is
invested or is otherwise put to profitable
use or which, though capable of invest-
ment or profitable use is not invested or
put to profitable use by the farmer or his
or her spouse and such weekly value, cal-
culated in accordance with subparagraph
(b), shall be deemed to constitute the
weekly means of the farmer from such
property.

(b) The weekly value of the property referred to
in subparagraph (a) shall be calculated as
follows:

(i) the first £10,000 of the capital value
of the property shall be excluded,

(ii) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £10,000 but does not exceed
£20,000 shall be assessed at £1 per
each £1,000,

(iii) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £20,000 but does not exceed
£30,000 shall be assessed at £2 per
each £1,000, and

(iv) the weekly value of so much of the
capital value of the property as
exceeds £30,000 shall be assessed at
£4 per each £1,000,

but no account shall be taken under any other
provision of these Rules of any appropriation
of the property for the purpose of current
expenditure;

17
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(2A) Regulations may modify paragraph (2) in
relation to the calculation of the weekly value of property
belonging to a person;’’.

(2) Each provision of the Principal Act mentioned in column (1)
of Schedule E to this Act is amended in the manner specified in
column (2) of that Schedule opposite the mention of that provision
in column (1).

(3) Subject to subsection (4), this section shall not have the effect
of reducing the rate of any assistance payable below the rate payable
immediately before the commencement of this section in relation to
that assistance.

(4) Subsection (3) shall cease to apply to any person where the
amount of capital on which the assessment of his or her means was
based on the commencement of this section, is found to have
increased.

(5) This section comes into operation on such day or days as the
Minister may appoint by order or orders either generally or with
reference to any particular purpose or provision and different days
may be so appointed for different purposes or different provisions.

18.—(1) Part IV of the Third Schedule to the Principal Act
(inserted by section 16 of the Act of 1999) is amended by—

(a) the substitution in Rule 1 for paragraph (1) of the following
paragraph:

‘‘(1) the gross yearly income which the farmer or his or
her spouse may be reasonably expected to receive from
farming or any other form of self-employment, less—

(a) any expenses necessarily incurred in carrying on
farming or other form of self-employment, and

(b) in the case of a farmer who has a qualified child,
who normally resides with him or her, an amount
of—

(i) £200 per annum in respect of each of the first
two qualified children, and

(ii) £300 per annum in respect of each sub-
sequent qualified child,

calculated at the rate of 70 per cent.;’’,

and

(b) the deletion in Rule 1(3) of subparagraph (i).

(2) This section comes into operation on such day as the Minister
may appoint by order.

19.—(1) Part I of the Third Schedule to the Principal Act is
amended by the substitution in Rule 1 for paragraph (8) (inserted by
section 22 of the Act of 1999) of the following paragraph:

‘‘(8) in the case of a fisherman, the gross income derived from
any form of self-employment less—
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form of self-employment, and

(b) where the fisherman has a qualified child, who nor-
mally resides with him or her, an amount of—

(i) £200 per annum in respect of each of the first two
qualified children, and

(ii) £300 per annum in respect of each subsequent
qualified child,

calculated at the rate of 70 per cent.’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on such day as the Minister
may appoint by order.

20.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by the substitution in
section 245A (inserted by section 15 of the Act of 1995) for subsec-
tions (3) and (4) of the following subsection:

‘‘(3) In this section ‘benefit’ means benefit under Part II.’’.

(2) This section comes into operation—

(a) in so far as it relates to unemployment assistance and farm
assist, on 5 April 2000,

(b) in so far as it relates to unemployment benefit, on 6 April
2000,

(c) in so far as it relates to disability benefit or injury benefit,
on 10 April 2000,

(d) in so far as it relates to disability allowance, on 12 April
2000,

(e) in so far as it relates to pre-retirement allowance, on 13
April 2000,

(f) in so far as it relates to unemployability supplement, on 7
April 2000.

21.—(1) Section 191B of the Principal Act (inserted by section 13
of the Act of 1996) is amended by the deletion in subsection (3A)
(inserted by section 20 of the Act of 1999) of the proviso.

(2) Subsection (1) comes into operation on 3 May 2000.

(3) Rule 1(2)(s) (inserted by section 26 of the Act of 1997) of
Part I of the Third Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by the
substitution for subparagraph (ii) of the following subparagraph:

‘‘(ii) such amount as may be prescribed of earnings from employ-
ment or self-employment of a rehabilitative nature,’’.

(4) Subsection (3) comes into operation on such day as the Mini-
ster may appoint by order.
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22.—The Principal Act is amended by the substitution in section
168A(1) (inserted by section 11 of the Act of 1999) for ‘‘£200’’ of
‘‘£300’’.

23.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by the insertion after
section 29A (inserted by section 33 of the Act of 1997) of the follow-
ing section:

‘‘29B.—Regulations may provide for the return of so much, if
any, as may be prescribed subject to such conditions as may be
prescribed, of any employment contribution, self-employment
contribution, voluntary contribution or optional contribution
paid by a contributor, in respect of any payment made by him
or her under or pursuant to a maintenance arrangement within
the meaning of section 1025 of the Taxes Consolidation Act,
1997, relating to a marriage for the benefit of the other party to
the marriage, unless section 1026 of that Act applies in respect
of such payment.’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 6 April 2000.

24.—(1) Section 18 of the Act of 1996 (as amended by section 23
of the Act of 1999) is amended by the insertion after subsection (5)
of the following subsection:

‘‘(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Part, in the case
of a woman who—

(a) was in receipt of deserted wife’s allowance under Chap-
ter 5 of Part III of the Social Welfare (Con-
solidation) Act, 1981, and transferred from that
scheme to the lone parent’s allowance scheme under
Chapter 5A (inserted by section 12 of the Social
Welfare Act, 1990) of Part III of the said Act follow-
ing the commencement of that Chapter in 1990, and

(b) ceases or has ceased to be entitled to one-parent family
payment under Chapter 9 of Part III of the Principal
Act by virtue of no longer having at least one quali-
fied child residing with her,

she shall, where but for this Part she would be entitled to a
relevant payment under subsection (1)(b), become and continue
to be entitled to the said payment, for the duration of her con-
tinuous entitlement thereto, in accordance with the Principal
Act and regulations made thereunder.’’.

(2) This section shall be deemed to have come into operation on
2 January 1997.

25.—(1) Section 210 (2) (as amended by section 17 of the Act of
1999) of the Principal Act is amended by—

(a) the insertion after paragraph (a) of the following paragraph:

‘‘(aa) where a person in receipt of old age (contributory)
pension, retirement pension, old age (non-
contributory) pension or blind pension dies, and
his or her spouse is in receipt of an old age
(contributory) pension or a retirement pension in
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son’s pension shall continue to be made for a per-
iod of 6 weeks after the date of death and shall,
during that period, be made to such person and
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed,
and’’,

and

(b) the insertion after paragraph (b) of the following paragraph:

‘‘(bb) where a person is in receipt of one-parent family
payment by virtue of having not more than one
qualified child and that qualified child dies, pay-
ment of the one-parent family payment including
the increase in respect of such child shall continue
to be made for a period of 6 weeks after the date
of death of the qualified child, and’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 6 April 2000.

26.—(1) Rule 1(1) of Part III of the Third Schedule to the Princi-
pal Act is amended by the insertion after paragraph (o) (inserted by
section 26(1)(d) of the Act of 1997) of the following paragraph—

‘‘(p) in the case of a person in receipt of a supplement under
section 179 towards the amount of mortgage interest or
rent payable by him or her in respect of his or her
residence:

(i) £25, or such higher amount as may be prescribed,
from the amount of income derived when gross earn-
ings from employment have been reduced by the
aggregate of—

(I) any allowable contribution referred to in Regu-
lations 59 and 60 (inserted by the Income Tax
(Employments) Regulations, 1972 (S.I. No. 260
of 1972)) of the Income Tax (Employments)
Regulations, 1960 (S.I. No. 28 of 1960),

(II) any amount deducted from reckonable earnings
pursuant to section 10 and regulations made
under section 11,

(III) any amount deducted from reckonable earnings
pursuant to section 5 of the Health Contri-
butions Act, 1979, and

(IV) an amount equal to the amount of reduction, if
any, in the rate of unemployment assistance or
one-parent family payment under Part III
consequent on receipt of the said earnings from
employment;

(ii) the amount by which carer’s allowance exceeds the
amount of supplementary welfare allowance set out
in column (3) at reference 10 of the Fourth Schedule,
in the case of a claimant, or his or her spouse, who
is in receipt of carer’s allowance under Part III,
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(iii) the amount by which carer’s allowance exceeds the
amount of supplementary welfare allowance set out
in column (2) at reference 10 of the Fourth Schedule,
in the case of a claimant who, not being one of a
couple, is in receipt of carer’s allowance under Part
III,

(iv) such amount as may be prescribed from attendance
at such training course as may be prescribed;’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 3 April 2000.

27.—(1) Section 125(1) of the Principal Act is amended by the
substitution for paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of the following paragraphs:

‘‘(a) an inmate of an institution maintained wholly or partly out
of public moneys or by a local authority, or

(b) employed during any week under a scheme administered by
An Foras Áiseanna Saothair and known as Community
Employment.’’.

(2) Subsection (2) of section 125 of the Principal Act is repealed.

(3) This section comes into operation on such day as the Minister
may appoint by order.

PART VI

Miscellaneous Provisions

28.—(1) Chapter 10 of Part III of the Principal Act is amended
by—

(a) the substitution in section 163(1) in the definition of ‘‘rel-
evant person’’ (inserted by section 10(a) of the Act of
1999) for ‘‘who is so incapacitated as to require’’ of ‘‘who
has such a disability that he or she requires’’,

(b) the substitution for section 163(3) (as amended by section
13 of the Act of 1999) of the following subsection:

‘‘(3) For the purposes of subsection (1), a relevant per-
son shall be regarded as requiring full-time care and
attention where—

(a) he or she has such a disability that he or she
requires from another person—

(i) continual supervision and frequent assist-
ance throughout the day in connection
with normal bodily functions, or

(ii) continual supervision in order to avoid
danger to himself or herself,

(b) he or she has such a disability that he or she is
likely to require full-time care and attention
for a period of at least 12 consecutive months,
and
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been certified in the prescribed manner by a
medical practitioner.’’,

and

(c) the substitution for section 166 (as amended by section 13
of the Act of 1999) of the following section:

‘‘166.—Notwithstanding this Chapter—

(a) only one carer’s allowance shall be payable to a
carer, and only one carer’s allowance shall be
payable in respect of the full-time care and
attention being provided to a relevant person,
and

(b) carer’s allowance shall not be payable in respect
of the full-time care and attention being pro-
vided to a relevant person in any case where
a carer’s benefit under Part II is being paid to
any person in respect of the full-time care and
attention being provided to the same relevant
person.’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on such day as the Minister
may appoint by order.

29.—The Principal Act is amended by—

(a) the insertion after section 6 of the following section:

‘‘6A.—(1) Benefit shall be paid or provided for out of
the Social Insurance Fund.

(2) A reference to benefit in section 6 and this section
includes:

(a) the benefits described in section 30,

(b) a relevant payment within the meaning of section
18(1)(a) of the Social Welfare Act, 1996,

(c) schemes administered by the Minister and known
as—

(i) Free Fuel Allowance,

(ii) Free Electricity Allowance,

(iii) Free Television Licence,

(iv) Free Telephone Rental Allowance,

(v) Free Natural Gas Allowance, and

(vi) Free Bottled Gas Allowance,

where such allowances are payable in respect
of a person in receipt of a benefit under
section 30(1) or a relevant payment within the
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meaning of section 18(1)(a) of the Social Wel-
fare Act, 1996,

(d) a payment under regulations made under section
117 in respect of dental treatment which
would have been payable in respect of a per-
son but for the fact that the person availed of
a service in respect of dental treatment under
sections 45 and 67 of the Health Act, 1970,

(e) any benefit to which section 30(1) refers which
would have been payable in respect of a per-
son but for the receipt by that person of old
age (non-contributory) pension,

(f) any increase in any benefit to which section 30(1)
refers which would have been payable in
respect of a person, but for the receipt by that
person of an old age (non-contributory) pen-
sion in his or her own right, and

(g) unemployment benefit which would have been
payable in respect of a person but for the
receipt by that person of unemployment
assistance.

(3) Benefit to be paid or provided for out of the Social
Insurance Fund shall include such sums as the Minister
may estimate on such basis as may be agreed upon
between the Minister and the Minister for Finance in
respect of the benefits set out in subsection (2)(c), (d),
(e), (f) and (g).

(4) There shall be paid out of the Social Insurance
Fund—

(a) to the Minister for Health and Children the sum
agreed between the Minister and the Minister
for Finance in respect of the benefit set out in
subsection (2)(d), and

(b) to the Exchequer in respect of the sums agreed
between the Minister and the Minister for
Finance in respect of the benefits set out in
subsection (2)(c), (e), (f) and (g),

in such manner and at such times as the Minister may
determine.’’,

(b) the deletion in section 30 of subsection (3), and

(c) the substitution in section 135 for paragraph (b) of the fol-
lowing paragraph:

‘‘(b) in any case where the old age (non-con-
tributory) pension is so paid, entitlement to
widow’s (contributory) pension, widower’s
(contributory) pension, old age (contributory)
pension or the increase thereof, as the case
may be, shall continue but the amount of any
such pension or increase payable during any
such period shall not be paid to or in respect
of the person.’’.
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section 141(1)(a) (inserted by section 19 of the Act of 1998) for sub-
paragraph (ii) of the following subparagraph:

‘‘(ii) the increase payable by virtue of section 137(a), shall be as
set out—

(I) where the beneficiary and his or her spouse have
attained pensionable age, in Part II of the Fourth
Schedule,

(II) where the beneficiary and his or her spouse have not
attained pensionable age, in Part IIA of the Fourth
Schedule,

(III) where the beneficiary has not attained pensionable
age and his or her spouse has attained that age, in
Part IIB of the Fourth Schedule, and

(IV) where the beneficiary has attained pensionable age
and his or her spouse has not attained that age, in
Part IIC of the Fourth Schedule,’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 5 May 2000.

31.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by—

(a) the substitution for subsection (1) (inserted by section 30 of
the Act of 1999) of section 175 of the following sub-
section:

‘‘(1) Subject to the general direction and control of the
Minister, each health board shall, in respect of its func-
tional area, be responsible for the administration of func-
tions under this Chapter and the functions relating to
supplementary welfare allowance other than—

(a) functions relating to claims for supplementary
welfare allowance which may be decided by a
deciding officer under section 247(2)(b),

(b) functions relating to claims for supplementary
welfare allowance decided by a deciding
officer under section 247(2A), and

(c) making such categories of payment as may be
prescribed in such circumstances and con-
ditions as may be prescribed.’’,

(b) the insertion in section 175 after subsection (3) of the fol-
lowing subsection:

‘‘(4) Where any doubt or dispute arises as to whether
an entitlement to supplementary welfare allowance is to
be determined by an officer of the health board or
decided by a deciding officer, it shall be resolved by the
Minister.’’,

(c) the substitution in section 247(2) (as amended by section 30
of the Act of 1999) for paragraph (b) of the following
paragraph:
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‘‘(b) Part (III) (social assistance) excluding supplemen-
tary welfare allowance other than such cate-
gories of claims as may be prescribed under
subsection (2B),’’,

(d) the substitution in section 247(2) (as amended by section
30(1)(a) of the Act of 1999) for ‘‘(2A)’’ of ‘‘(2A) and
subsection (2B)’’,

(e) the insertion in section 247 after subsection (2A) (inserted
by section 30(1)(b) of the Act of 1999) of the following
subsection:

‘‘(2B) Regulations may provide that the categories of
claims for supplementary welfare allowance to be
decided by a deciding officer shall be—

(a) claims made under section 178 in any case where
a person has made an application for such
benefit under Part II or such assistance under
Part III as may be prescribed, and entitlement
to that benefit or that assistance has not yet
been decided or has been decided and that
decision is the subject of an appeal under
section 257, and

(b) claims under section 179 for a supplement
towards the amount of rent or mortgage
interest payable by a person in respect of his
or her residence in such categories of cases as
may be prescribed.’’,

(f) the insertion in section 248 after subsection (1A) (inserted
by section 30(1)(c) of the Act of 1999) of the following
subsection:

‘‘(1B) A deciding officer may, at any time revise a
determination of an officer of a health board, including
an officer of a health board designated under section
267(1), if it appears to him or her that the determination
was erroneous in the light of new evidence or of new facts
which have been brought to his or her notice since the
date on which it was given or by reason of some mistake
having been made in relation to the law or the facts, or
if it appears to him or her that there has been any rel-
evant change of circumstances since the determination
was given and the provisions of this Part as to appeals
shall apply to the revised decision in the same manner as
they apply to an original decision of a deciding officer.’’,

(g) the substitution in section 248(2A) (inserted by section 30
of the Act of 1999) for ‘‘(1A)’’ of ‘‘(1A) or subsection
(1B)’’, and

(h) the substitution in section 278(d) (inserted by section 30 of
the Act of 1999) for ‘‘248(1A)’’ of ‘‘248(1A) and section
248(1B)’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on such day as the Minister
may appoint by order.
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(a) in section 223(1) (inserted by section 14 of the Act of 1998)
by the substitution for ‘‘In this section and sections 223A,
223B and 223C—’’ of ‘‘Subject to this section, in this
section and sections 223A, 223B, 223C, 223D, 223E, 223F,
223G and 223H—’’,

(b) in section 223C(1) (inserted by section 14 of the Act of
1998) by the substitution for the definition of ‘‘infor-
mation’’ of the following definition:

‘‘‘information’ means any personal data or information
extracted from such data, whether collected before or
after 5 February 1999.’’,

(c) in the definition of ‘‘specified body’’ (as amended by section
27 of the Act of 1999) in section 223(1)—

(i) by the deletion in paragraph (k) (xxviii) of ‘‘or’’, and

(ii) by the substitution for paragraph (l) of the following
paragraphs:

‘‘(l) the National Breast Screening Board,

(m) other than in sections 223A to 223C and 223E
to 223H, the following—

(i) a recognised school or centre for education
(within the meaning of section 2 of the
Education Act, 1998),

(ii) a vocational education committee (within
the meaning of section 7 of the Vocational
Education Act, 1930),

(iii) an educational institution to which the
Regional Technical Colleges Acts, 1992
to 1999, apply,

(iv) the Dublin Institute of Technology,

(v) a university to which the Universities Act,
1997, applies,

(vi) the National Qualifications Authority of
Ireland,

(vii) the Further Education and Training Awards
Council,

(viii) the Higher Education and Training Awards
Council,

(ix) a person who provides, organises or pro-
cures a programme of education or
training,

or

(n) such other persons as may be prescribed;’’,
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(d) by the substitution in section 223C for subsection (5) of the
following subsection:

‘‘(5) A person who knowingly seeks or transfers any infor-
mation held by a specified body relating to another by using
that other’s personal public service number, other than
where the seeking or transferring of information is provided
for under this Act or any other enactment, shall be guilty of
an offence.’’,

and

(e) by the insertion after section 223C of the following sections:

‘‘Data exchange — 223D.—Notwithstanding anything contained in
provision of

any other enactment, a specified body may shareeducation.
such information, as may be prescribed, with the
Minister for Education and Science where that
Minister requires the information for the purpose
of enabling him or her to provide education in
accordance with section 6(b) of the Education
Act, 1998.

Data exchange — 223E.—(1) Notwithstanding anything con-
sharing of personal

tained in any other enactment, a specified bodypublic service
number. may share such information, as may be pre-

scribed, with the Minister for the purpose of seek-
ing from the Minister the personal public service
number for each person in respect of whom the
information is shared.

(2) Information received by the Minister under
subsection (1) may be used by the Minister for
the purpose of identifying the personal public ser-
vice number for each person in respect of whom
such information is received and for updating the
Minister’s own records in respect of that person.

(3) Where a specified body has sought a per-
sonal public service number under subsection (1)
in respect of a person, the Minister may share
such information, as may be prescribed, in respect
of that person with that specified body for the
purpose of giving that specified body the personal
public service number relating to the person.

Data exchange — 223F.— Notwithstanding anything contained in
health provisions.

any other enactment, a specified body may share
with another specified body information relating
to a person using that person’s personal public
service number, where that information, other
than the personal public service number, is being
shared in accordance with the Health (Provision
of Information) Act, 1997.

Data exchange — 223G.—(1) Notwithstanding anything contained
rented

in any other enactment, the Minister may shareaccommodation.
such information, as may be prescribed, in relation
to—

(a) a house let for rent,

(b) a landlord or his or her agent of a house
let for rent, or
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with a local authority for the purposes of—

(i) assisting a fire authority (within the
meaning of the Fire Services Act,
1981), in the exercise of its functions
under that Act, or

(ii) assisting a housing authority (within the
meaning of section 23 of the Housing
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992),
in the exercise of its functions under
sections 17, 18 and 20 of that Act,

in relation to that rented house let for rent, that
landlord or his or her agent of a house let for rent
or that tenant of a house let for rent.

(2) Information received by a local authority
under subsection (1) may be used by that local
authority for the purposes specified in subparag-
raphs (i) and (ii) of that subsection.

(3) In this section—

‘house’ has the meaning assigned to it by section
1 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act,
1992;

‘local authority’ has the meaning assigned to it by
the Local Government Act, 1941.

Data exchange — 223H.—Where the information shared between
correction of

one specified body and another under sectionsinaccurate
information. 223D, 223E, 223F or 223G is found to be inaccur-

ate, the specified body on making the discovery
shall confirm with the person the correct infor-
mation and advise the other specified body of the
amended information.

‘information’. 223I.—In sections 223D, 223E, 223F, 223G and
223H ‘information’ means any personal data or
information extracted from such data.’’.

(2) The amendment effected by paragraph (e) of subsection (1)
applies to information used for the purposes of section 223D, 223E,
223F or 223G of the Principal Act whether collected before or after
the coming into operation of the provision concerned.

(3) This section shall come into operation on such day or days as
the Minister may appoint by order or orders generally or with refer-
ence to any particular purpose or provision and different days may
be so appointed for different purposes or different provisions.

33.—Subsection (2) of section 218 of the Principal Act is repealed.
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PART VII

Amendment of Health Contributions Act, 1979

34.—(1) Section 7A of the Health Contributions Act, 1979, is
amended by—

(a) the substitution in paragraph (1)(a) of ‘‘£280’’ for ‘‘£217’’
(inserted by section 33(2)(a) of the Act of 1999),

(b) the substitution in paragraph (1)(b) of ‘‘£14,560’’ for
‘‘£11,250’’ (inserted by section 33(2)(b) of the Act of
1999), and

(c) the substitution in subsection (2) of ‘‘£14,560’’ for ‘‘£11,250’’
(inserted by section 33(2)(c) of the Act of 1999).

(2) This section comes into operation on 6 April 2000.

PART VIII

Amendment of Pensions Act, 1990

35.—Part VI of the Pensions Act, 1990, is amended by the inser-
tion after section 59B (inserted by section 35 of the Act of 1999) of
the following section:

‘‘59C.—(1) In this section—

‘integrated pension’ means a scheme pension, the calculation of
the amount of which involves a State pension offset;

‘scheme pension’ means a pension payable under an occu-
pational pension scheme;

‘State pension’ means—

(a) disablement pension,

(b) death benefit under section 60, 61 or 62,

(c) old age (contributory) pension,

(d) retirement pension,

(e) invalidity pension,

(f) widow’s (contributory) pension, or

(g) widower’s (contributory) pension,

under Part II of the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act, 1993;

‘State pension offset’, in relation to the calculation of a scheme
pension, means a deduction or offset, the amount of which
depends on the amount of a State pension;

‘updated State pension offset’, in relation to the calculation of
an increase to a scheme pension after its commencement, means
a State pension offset, the amount of which depends on the
amount of a State pension at, or during a period up to, the date
the increase to the scheme pension is calculated or made.
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pension at any time after it has commenced, notwithstanding
the rules of the scheme they shall not calculate the increase by
reference to an updated State pension offset.

(3) Where, but for subsection (2), the trustees of a scheme
would calculate an increase to an integrated pension by refer-
ence to an updated State pension offset, notwithstanding the
rules of the scheme they shall instead calculate the increase by:

(a) calculating the amount of the scheme pension which
would notionally be payable immediately before the
increase if the amount of the State pension offset
had at all times been nil;

(b) calculating the percentage by which the scheme pen-
sion, as so calculated, would be increased if the
amount of the State pension offset continued to be
nil; and

(c) increasing the scheme pension actually in payment by
that percentage.’’.

36.—Section 3A of the Pensions Act, 1990, is repealed.

31

Repeal.
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SCHEDULE A

‘‘Second Schedule

Rates of Benefits

PART I

Rates of Periodical Benefits and Increases Thereof

Increase
Increase where

Increase where the the
for person has person

Description of benefit
Increase Increase prescribed attained has

for for each relative pensionable attained
Weekly qualified qualified under section age and is the age of 80

rate adult child 167 living alone years
(where (where (where (where (where

payable) payable) payable) payable) payable)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

£ £ £ £ £ £

1. Disability Benefit, Unemploy-
ment Benefit, Injury Benefit and
Health and Safety Benefit … 77.50 47.00 13.20 — — —

2. Death Benefit:

(a) pension payable to a widow
or widower under section
60 … … … 99.40 — 17.00 48.80 6.00 —

(b) pension payable to a parent

(i) reduced rate ... 46.50 — — 48.80 6.00 —

(ii) maximum rate ... 99.40 — — 48.80 6.00 —

(c) pension payable to an
orphan … … 57.90 — — — — —

3. Old Age (Contributory) Pension
and Retirement Pension: 96.00 60.20 15.20 48.80 6.00 5.00

additional increase for a quali-
fied adult who has
attained pensionable age — 4.40 — — — —

4. Invalidity Pension: 81.10 53.30 15.20 48.80 6.00 5.00

additional increase for a ben-
eficiary who has attained
the age of 65 years … 14.90 — — — — —

additional increase where quali-
fied adult has attained
pensionable age … — 4.70 — — — —

5. Widow’s and Widower’s (Contri-
butory) Pension and a relevant
payment by virtue of section
18(1)(a) of the Social Welfare
Act, 1996: 81.10 — 17.00 48.80 6.00 5.00

additional increase for a ben-
eficiary who has attained
pensionable age … 8.00 — — — — —

6. Orphan’s (Contributory)
Allowance … … … 55.60 — — — — —
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Occupational Injuries Benefits — Gratuities and Grant

Description of Grant Amount
(1) (2)

£
1. Disablement Benefit:

Maximum gratuity … … … … … … 7,080

2. Death Benefit … … … … … … … 500

PART III

Disablement Pension

Degree of Disablement Weekly Rate
(1) (2)

£
100 per cent. … … … … 101.20
90 ,, ,, … … … … 91.10
80 ,, ,, … … … … 81.00
70 ,, ,, … … … … 70.80
60 ,, ,, … … … … 60.70
50 ,, ,, … … … … 50.60
40 ,, ,, … … … … 40.50
30 ,, ,, … … … … 30.40
20 ,, ,, … … … … 20.20

PART IV

Increases of Disablement Pension

Description of Increase Weekly Rate
(1) (2)

£
1. Increase where the person is permanently incapable of work ... 77.50

2. Increase where the person requires constant attendance:

(a) limit of increase except in cases of exceptionally severe dis-
ablement … … … … … … … 42.30

(b) limit in any other case … … … … … 84.60

’’.
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SCHEDULE B

‘‘Fourth Schedule

Rates of Assistance

PART I

Rates of Periodical Social Assistance and Increases Thereof

Increase
Increase where

Increase where the the
for person has person

Description of assistance
Increase Increase prescribed attained has

for for each relative pensionable attained
Weekly qualified qualified under section age and is the age of 80

rate adult child 167 living alone years
(where (where (where (where (where

payable) payable) payable) payable) payable)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

£ £ £ £ £ £
1. Unemployment Assistance:

(a) in the case of a person to whom
section 121(1)(a) applies ... 77.50 47.00 13.20 — — —

(b) in the case of a person to whom
section 121(1)(b) applies ... 76.00 47.00 13.20 — — —

2. Pre-Retirement Allowance ... 77.50 47.00 13.20 — — —

3. Disability Allowance ... 77.50 47.00 13.20 — — —

4. Old Age (Non-Contributory)
Pension … … … 85.50 — 13.20 48.80 6.00 5.00

5. Blind Pension: 77.50 — 13.20 48.80 6.00 5.00

additional increase for a
beneficiary who has
attained pensionable age 8.00 — — — — —

6. Widow’s (Non-Contributory)
Pension, Widower’s (Non-
Contributory) Pension and a
relevant payment by virtue of
section 18(1)(b) or (c) of the
Social Welfare Act, 1996: 77.50 — — 48.80 6.00 5.00

additional increase for a
beneficiary who has
attained pensionable age 8.00 — — — — —

7. One-Parent Family Payment: 77.50 — 15.20 — — 5.00

additional increase for a
beneficiary who has
attained pensionable age 8.00 — — — — —

8. Carer’s Allowance:

(a) in the case of a person to
whom section 165(1)(a)
applies … … … 120.80 — 13.20 — — —

additional increase for a
beneficiary who has
attained pensionable age 12.00 — — — — —

(b) in the case of a person to
whom section 165(1)(b)
applies … … … 80.50 — 13.20 — — —

additional increase for a
beneficiary who has
attained pensionable age 8.00 — — — — —

9. Orphan’s (Non-Contributory)
Pension … … … 55.60 — — — — —

10. Supplementary Welfare
Allowance … … 76.00 47.00 13.20 — — —

11. Farm Assist … … 77.50 47.00 13.20 — — —
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Increase of Old Age (Non-Contributory) Pension for One of a Couple and
Increase in Blind Pension for One of a Couple where both Beneficiary and

Spouse have attained Pensionable Age

Means of claimant or pensioner Weekly rate of increase

£
Where the weekly means of the claimant or pensioner
do not exceed £6 … … … … … 51.70
exceed £6 but do not exceed £8 … … … 50.70
exceed £8 but do not exceed £10 … … … 49.70
exceed £10 but do not exceed £12 … … … 48.70
exceed £12 but do not exceed £14 … … … 47.70
exceed £14 but do not exceed £16 … … … 46.70
exceed £16 but do not exceed £18 … … … 45.70
exceed £18 but do not exceed £20 … … … 44.70
exceed £20 but do not exceed £22 … … … 43.70
exceed £22 but do not exceed £24 … … … 42.70
exceed £24 but do not exceed £26 … … … 41.70
exceed £26 but do not exceed £28 … … … 40.70
exceed £28 but do not exceed £30 … … … 39.70
exceed £30 but do not exceed £32 … … … 38.70
exceed £32 but do not exceed £34 … … … 37.70
exceed £34 but do not exceed £36 … … … 36.70
exceed £36 but do not exceed £38 … … … 35.70
exceed £38 but do not exceed £40 … … … 34.70
exceed £40 but do not exceed £42 … … … 33.70
exceed £42 but do not exceed £44 … … … 32.70
exceed £44 but do not exceed £46 … … … 31.70
exceed £46 but do not exceed £48 … … … 30.70
exceed £48 but do not exceed £50 … … … 29.70
exceed £50 but do not exceed £52 … … … 28.70
exceed £52 but do not exceed £54 … … … 27.70
exceed £54 but do not exceed £56 … … … 26.70
exceed £56 but do not exceed £58 … … … 25.70
exceed £58 but do not exceed £60 … … … 24.70
exceed £60 but do not exceed £62 … … … 23.70
exceed £62 but do not exceed £64 … … … 22.70
exceed £64 but do not exceed £66 … … … 21.70
exceed £66 but do not exceed £68 … … … 20.70
exceed £68 but do not exceed £70 … … … 19.70
exceed £70 but do not exceed £72 … … … 18.70
exceed £72 but do not exceed £74 … … … 17.70
exceed £74 but do not exceed £76 … … … 16.70
exceed £76 but do not exceed £78 … … … 15.70
exceed £78 but do not exceed £80 … … … 14.70
exceed £80 but do not exceed £82 … … … 13.70
exceed £82 but do not exceed £84 … … … 12.70
exceed £84 but do not exceed £86 … … … 11.70
exceed £86 but do not exceed £88 … … … 10.70
exceed £88 Nil
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PART IIA

Increase of Blind Pension for One of a Couple Where both Beneficiary and
Spouse have not Attained Pensionable Age

Means of claimant or pensioner Weekly rate of increase

£
Where the weekly means of the claimant or pensioner
do not exceed £6 … … … … … 47.00
exceed £6 but do not exceed £8 … … … 46.00
exceed £8 but do not exceed £10 … … … 45.00
exceed £10 but do not exceed £12 … … … 44.00
exceed £12 but do not exceed £14 … … … 43.00
exceed £14 but do not exceed £16 … … … 42.00
exceed £16 but do not exceed £18 … … … 41.00
exceed £18 but do not exceed £20 … … … 40.00
exceed £20 but do not exceed £22 … … … 39.00
exceed £22 but do not exceed £24 … … … 38.00
exceed £24 but do not exceed £26 … … … 37.00
exceed £26 but do not exceed £28 … … … 36.00
exceed £28 but do not exceed £30 … … … 35.00
exceed £30 but do not exceed £32 … … … 34.00
exceed £32 but do not exceed £34 … … … 33.00
exceed £34 but do not exceed £36 … … … 32.00
exceed £36 but do not exceed £38 … … … 31.00
exceed £38 but do not exceed £40 … … … 30.00
exceed £40 but do not exceed £42 … … … 29.00
exceed £42 but do not exceed £44 … … … 28.00
exceed £44 but do not exceed £46 … … … 27.00
exceed £46 but do not exceed £48 … … … 26.00
exceed £48 but do not exceed £50 … … … 25.00
exceed £50 but do not exceed £52 … … … 24.00
exceed £52 but do not exceed £54 … … … 23.00
exceed £54 but do not exceed £56 … … … 22.00
exceed £56 but do not exceed £58 … … … 21.00
exceed £58 but do not exceed £60 … … … 20.00
exceed £60 but do not exceed £62 … … … 19.00
exceed £62 but do not exceed £64 … … … 18.00
exceed £64 but do not exceed £66 … … … 17.00
exceed £66 but do not exceed £68 … … … 16.00
exceed £68 but do not exceed £70 … … … 15.00
exceed £70 but do not exceed £72 … … … 14.00
exceed £72 but do not exceed £74 … … … 13.00
exceed £74 but do not exceed £76 … … … 12.00
exceed £76 but do not exceed £78 … … … 11.00
exceed £78 but do not exceed £80 … … … 10.00
exceed £80 Nil
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Increase of Blind Pension for One of a Couple Where Beneficiary has not
Attained Pensionable Age and Spouse has Attained Pensionable Age

Means of claimant or pensioner Weekly rate of increase

£
Where the weekly means of the claimant or pensioner
do not exceed £6 … … … … … 51.70
exceed £6 but do not exceed £8 … … … 50.70
exceed £8 but do not exceed £10 … … … 49.70
exceed £10 but do not exceed £12 … … … 48.70
exceed £12 but do not exceed £14 … … … 47.70
exceed £14 but do not exceed £16 … … … 46.70
exceed £16 but do not exceed £18 … … … 45.70
exceed £18 but do not exceed £20 … … … 44.70
exceed £20 but do not exceed £22 … … … 43.70
exceed £22 but do not exceed £24 … … … 42.70
exceed £24 but do not exceed £26 … … … 41.70
exceed £26 but do not exceed £28 … … … 40.70
exceed £28 but do not exceed £30 … … … 39.70
exceed £30 but do not exceed £32 … … … 38.70
exceed £32 but do not exceed £34 … … … 37.70
exceed £34 but do not exceed £36 … … … 36.70
exceed £36 but do not exceed £38 … … … 35.70
exceed £38 but do not exceed £40 … … … 34.70
exceed £40 but do not exceed £42 … … … 33.70
exceed £42 but do not exceed £44 … … … 32.70
exceed £44 but do not exceed £46 … … … 31.70
exceed £46 but do not exceed £48 … … … 30.70
exceed £48 but do not exceed £50 … … … 29.70
exceed £50 but do not exceed £52 … … … 28.70
exceed £52 but do not exceed £54 … … … 27.70
exceed £54 but do not exceed £56 … … … 26.70
exceed £56 but do not exceed £58 … … … 25.70
exceed £58 but do not exceed £60 … … … 24.70
exceed £60 but do not exceed £62 … … … 23.70
exceed £62 but do not exceed £64 … … … 22.70
exceed £64 but do not exceed £66 … … … 21.70
exceed £66 but do not exceed £68 … … … 20.70
exceed £68 but do not exceed £70 … … … 19.70
exceed £70 but do not exceed £72 … … … 18.70
exceed £72 but do not exceed £74 … … … 17.70
exceed £74 but do not exceed £76 … … … 16.70
exceed £76 but do not exceed £78 … … … 15.70
exceed £78 but do not exceed £80 … … … 14.70
exceed £80 Nil

37



[No. 4.] Social Welfare Act, 2000. [2000.]
Sch.B

38

PART IIC

Increase of Blind Pension for One of a Couple Where Beneficiary has
Attained Pensionable Age and Spouse has not Attained Pensionable Age

Means of claimant or pensioner Weekly rate of increase

£
Where the weekly means of the claimant or pensioner
do not exceed £6 … … … … … 47.00
exceed £6 but do not exceed £8 … … … 46.00
exceed £8 but do not exceed £10 … … … 45.00
exceed £10 but do not exceed £12 … … … 44.00
exceed £12 but do not exceed £14 … … … 43.00
exceed £14 but do not exceed £16 … … … 42.00
exceed £16 but do not exceed £18 … … … 41.00
exceed £18 but do not exceed £20 … … … 40.00
exceed £20 but do not exceed £22 … … … 39.00
exceed £22 but do not exceed £24 … … … 38.00
exceed £24 but do not exceed £26 … … … 37.00
exceed £26 but do not exceed £28 … … … 36.00
exceed £28 but do not exceed £30 … … … 35.00
exceed £30 but do not exceed £32 … … … 34.00
exceed £32 but do not exceed £34 … … … 33.00
exceed £34 but do not exceed £36 … … … 32.00
exceed £36 but do not exceed £38 … … … 31.00
exceed £38 but do not exceed £40 … … … 30.00
exceed £40 but do not exceed £42 … … … 29.00
exceed £42 but do not exceed £44 … … … 28.00
exceed £44 but do not exceed £46 … … … 27.00
exceed £46 but do not exceed £48 … … … 26.00
exceed £48 but do not exceed £50 … … … 25.00
exceed £50 but do not exceed £52 … … … 24.00
exceed £52 but do not exceed £54 … … … 23.00
exceed £54 but do not exceed £56 … … … 22.00
exceed £56 but do not exceed £58 … … … 21.00
exceed £58 but do not exceed £60 … … … 20.00
exceed £60 but do not exceed £62 … … … 19.00
exceed £62 but do not exceed £64 … … … 18.00
exceed £64 but do not exceed £66 … … … 17.00
exceed £66 but do not exceed £68 … … … 16.00
exceed £68 but do not exceed £70 … … … 15.00
exceed £70 but do not exceed £72 … … … 14.00
exceed £72 but do not exceed £74 … … … 13.00
exceed £74 but do not exceed £76 … … … 12.00
exceed £76 but do not exceed £78 … … … 11.00
exceed £78 but do not exceed £80 … … … 10.00
exceed £80 but do not exceed £82 … … … 9.00
exceed £82 but do not exceed £84 … … … 8.00
exceed £84 but do not exceed £86 … … … 7.00
exceed £86 but do not exceed £88 … … … 6.00
exceed £88 Nil

’’.
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SCHEDULE C

Provision of Principal Act Amended Nature of Amendment
(1) (2)

Section 2(3)(b)(ii) (as amended by The insertion after ‘‘62(1),’’ of ‘‘82D(1),’’.
section 17 of the Act of 1999).

Section 4(4)(a) (as amended by The insertion after ‘‘82(2),’’ of ‘‘82A(3),’’.
section 10(3) of the Act of 1998).

Section 4(5) (as amended by section The insertion after ‘‘82(1)(d),’’ of ‘‘82C(2),’’.
14(2) of the Act of 1998).

Section 205(2)(c) (as amended by The insertion after ‘‘and 62),’’ of ‘‘carer’s
section 19 of the Act of 1999). benefit,’’.

Section 210 (as amended by section The insertion in subsection (1) in the
17 of the Act of 1999). definition of ‘‘benefit’’ after paragraph (c)

of the following paragraph:

‘‘(cc) carer’s benefit,’’.

Section 210(2) (as amended by The substitution in paragraphs (d), (dd) and
section 17 of the Act of 1999). (e) for ‘‘pensioner’’ of ‘‘person’’ in each

place where it occurs.

Section 210(2). The substitution in paragraphs (d), (dd) and
(e) for ‘‘carer’s’’ of ‘‘carer’s benefit or
carer’s’’ in each place where it occurs.

Part II of the Third Schedule to the Paragraph (7) (inserted by section 12(b) of
Principal Act. the Act of 1999) is renumbered as

paragraph (8).
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SCHEDULE D

Provision of Principal Act Amended Nature of Amendment
(1) (2)

Section 2(3)(b)(ii) (as amended by The insertion after ‘‘106,’’ of ‘‘116A,’’.
section 11 of this Act).

Section 30(1) (as amended by section The substitution for ‘‘(m) bereavement
11 of this Act). grant.’’ of

‘‘(m) bereavement grant,

(n) widowed parent grant, (paid by
virtue of receipt of a benefit under
Part II).’’.

Section 118(1) (as amended by The insertion after paragraph (e) of the
section 17 of the Act of 1999). following paragraph:

‘‘(f) widowed parent grant (paid by
virtue of receipt of one-parent
family payment under Part III),’’.

Section 205(2)(c) (as amended by The insertion after ‘‘bereavement grant,’’ of
section 11 of this Act). ‘‘widowed parent grant,’’.

Section 209(1)(a) and (2)(a) (as The substitution for ‘‘or bereavement grant,’’
amended by section 19 of the Act of ‘‘, bereavement grant or widowed
of 1999). parent grant,’’.

Section 209(1)(b) and (2)(b). The substitution for ‘‘allowance,’’ of
‘‘allowance or widowed parent grant,’’.

Section 211(5) (as amended by The substitution for ‘‘and retirement
section 19 of the Act of 1999). pension’’ of ‘‘, retirement pension and

widowed parent grant,’’.
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SCHEDULE E

Provision of Principal Act Amended Nature of Amendment
(1) (2)

Section 4(5) (as amended by section The substitution for ‘‘or Rule 1(3A) of Part
11 of this Act). II of the Third Schedule and Rule 1(2A)

of Part III of the Third Schedule’’ of the
following:

‘‘or Rule 1(1A) of Part I of the Third
Schedule, Rule 1(3A) of Part II of the
Third Schedule, Rule 1(2A) of Part III
of the Third Schedule and Rule 1(2A) of
Part IV of the Third Schedule’’.

Section 119(1) (as amended by The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
section 10(4) of the Act of 1998). means’’ of the following definition:

‘‘ ‘weekly means’ shall, subject to Rules
1(1), 1(6), 1(6A) or 1(7), as the case may
be, of Part I of the Third Schedule, be
the yearly means divided by 52:’’.

Section 127 (as amended by section The substitution for subsection (3) of the
18 of the Act of 1998). following subsection:

‘‘(3) In this Chapter ‘weekly means’
shall, subject to Rules 1(1) or 1(6A), as
the case may be, of Part I of the Third
Schedule, be the yearly means divided
by 52; means shall be calculated in
accordance with the Rules contained in
Part I of the Third Schedule.’’.

Section 132 (as amended by section The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
10 of the No. 2 Act of 1995). means’’ of the following definition:

‘‘ ‘weekly means’ shall, subject to Rule
1(1) of Part II of the Third Schedule, be
the yearly means divided by 52.’’.

Section 142(1) (as amended by The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
section 5 of the No. 2 Act of means’’ of the following definition:
1995). ‘‘ ‘weekly means’ shall, subject to Rule 1

(1) of Part II of the Third Schedule, be
the yearly means divided by 52.’’.

Section 157(1) (as amended by The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
section 17 of the Act of 1996). means’’ of the following definition:

‘‘ ‘weekly means’ means, subject to Rule
1(1) and 1(7) of Part II of the Third
Schedule, the yearly means divided by
52.’’.

Section 163(1) (as amended by The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
section 10 of the Act of 1999). means’’ of the following definition:

‘‘ ‘weekly means’ means, subject to Rule
1(1) of Part II of the Third Schedule, the
yearly means divided by 52.’’.

Section 191A(1) (inserted by section The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
13 of the Act of 1996). means’’ of the following definition:

‘‘ ‘weekly means’ means, subject to Rule
1(1) of Part I of the Third Schedule, the
yearly means divided by 52:’’.

Section 191L(1) (inserted by section The substitution for the definition of ‘‘weekly
15 of the Act of 1999). means’’ of the following definition:

‘‘ ‘weekly means’ means, subject to Rule
1(2) of Part IV of the Third Schedule,
the yearly means divided by 52:’’.

Rule 1(4) of Part I of the Third The deletion of ‘‘ascertained in the
Schedule. prescribed manner’’ and ‘‘so ascertained’’.

Rule 1(4) of Part I, Rule 3(1) and The deletion of ‘‘yearly’’ in each place where
3(3) of Part II and Rule 1(4) of it occurs.
Part IV of the Third Schedule.
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