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S.I. No. 482 of 2018

RULES OF THE SUPERIOR COURTS (RENEWAL OF SUMMONS) 2018

We, the Superior Courts Rules Committee, constituted pursuant to the pro-
visions of the Courts of Justice Act 1936, section 67, and reconstituted pursuant
to the provisions of the Courts of Justice Act 1953, section 15, by virtue of the
powers conferred upon us by the Courts of Justice Act 1924, section 36, the
Courts of Justice Act, 1936, section 68 (as applied by the Courts (Supplemental
Provisions) Act 1961, section 48), the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act
1961, and of all other powers enabling us in this behalf, do hereby make the
following Rules of Court.

Dated this 11th day of June, 2018.

Frank Clarke
Elizabeth Dunne
Anthony Barr
Stuart Gilhooly
Liam Kennedy
Mary Cummins
Noel Rubotham
John Mahon

I concur in the making of the following Rules of Court.

Dated this 19th day of November, 2018.

CHARLES FLANAGAN
Minister for Justice and Equality

Notice of the making of this Statutory Instrument was published in
“Iris Oifigiúil” of 23rd November, 2018.
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S.I. No. 482 of 2018

RULES OF THE SUPERIOR COURTS (RENEWAL OF SUMMONS) 2018

1. (1) These Rules, which may be cited as the Rules of the Superior Courts
(Renewal of Summons) 2018, shall come into operation on the 11th day of
January 2019.

(2) These Rules shall be construed together with the Rules of the Superior
Courts.

(3) The Rules of the Superior Courts as amended by these Rules may be
cited as the Rules of the Superior Courts 1986 to 2018.

2. The Rules of the Superior Courts are amended:

(i) by the substitution for rule 1 of Order 8 of the following rule:

“1. (1) No original summons shall be in force for more than
twelve months from the day of the date thereof, including the
day of such date; but if any defendant therein named shall not
have been served therewith, the plaintiff may apply before the
expiration of twelve months to the Master for leave to renew
the summons.

(2) The Master on an application made under sub-rule (1), if
satisfied that reasonable efforts have been made to serve such
defendant, or for other good reason, may order that the original
or concurrent summons be renewed for three months from the
date of such renewal inclusive.

(3) After the expiration of twelve months, and notwithstand-
ing that an order may have been made under sub-rule (2), appli-
cation to extend time for leave to renew the summons shall be
made to the Court.

(4) The Court on an application under sub-rule (3) may order
a renewal of the original or concurrent summons for three
months from the date of such renewal inclusive where satisfied
that there are special circumstances which justify an extension,
such circumstances to be stated in the order.

(5) The summons shall, where an order of renewal has been
made, be renewed by being stamped with the date of the day,
month and year of such renewal; such stamp to be provided and
kept for that purpose in the Central Office and to be impressed
upon the summons by the proper officer, upon delivery to him
by the plaintiff or his solicitor of a memorandum in the Form
No. 4 in Appendix A, Part I; and a summons so renewed shall
remain in force and be available to prevent the operation of any
statute whereby a time for the commencement of the action may
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be limited and for all other purposes from the date of the issuing
of the original summons.”

(ii) by the substitution for rule 7 of Order 122 of the following rule:

“7. (1) Subject to sub-rule (2) and to any relevant provision
of statute, the Court shall have power to enlarge or abridge the
time appointed by these Rules, or fixed by any order enlarging
time, for doing any act or taking any proceeding, upon such
terms (if any) as the Court may direct, and any such enlarge-
ment may be ordered although the application for same is not
made until after the expiration of the time appointed or allowed.

(2) Sub-rule (1) does not apply to any application to which
Order 8 applies.”
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Instrument and does not purport to be a legal
interpretation.)

These rules amend rule 1 of Order 8 regulating the time limits within which
and the circumstances within which a summons may be renewed, and effect a
related amendment to rule 7 of Order 122.
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