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S.I. No. 362 of 2018

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (FORMS) REGULATIONS 2018

I, HEATHER HUMPHREYS, Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by section 98 of the Friendly
Societies Act 1896, as adapted by section 2 (and as adapted by the Jobs,
Enterprise and Innovation (Alteration of Name of Department and Title of
Minister) Order 2017 (S.I. No. 364 of 2017)) of the Registry of Friendly Societies
Act 1936 (No. 51 of 1936), hereby make the following Regulations:

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Friendly Societies (Forms) Regu-
lations 2018.

2. In these Regulations:

“Act of 1896” and “the Act” means the Friendly Societies Act 1896;

“Act of 1936” means the Registry of Friendly Societies Act 1936;

“Act of 2014” means the Friendly Societies and Industrial and Provident Societ-
ies (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014;

“Registrar” means the Registrar of Friendly Societies.

3. The Friendly Societies Form Regulations 1897 (No. 6 of 1897), the Friendly
Societies Form Regulations 1897 (No. 428 of 1897), the Friendly Societies Form
Regulations 1903 (No. 1 of 1903) and the Friendly Societies Form Regulations
1903 (No. 537 of 1903) are hereby revoked.

Applications to register an amendment of rules
4. An amendment of the rules of a society may be either:

(a) a partial amendment, consisting of the addition of a new rule or rules,
or part of a rule or rules, to the existing rules, or the substitution of
a new rule or rules, or part of a rule or rules, for any existing rules,
or any part thereof, or a rescission of any of the existing rules, or any
part thereof, without any substitution, or more than one or all of these
modes; or

(b) a complete amendment, consisting of the substitution of an entire set
of rules for the existing set of rules, and bearing at the beginning the
words “all previous rules rescinded.”

5. An application to register a partial amendment of rules must be made by
the secretary of the society, in Form B, and must be sent to the Registrar,
accompanied by:

Notice of the making of this Statutory Instrument was published in
“Iris Oifigiúil” of 21st September, 2018.
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(a) a statutory declaration in Form C; and

(b) two copies of the new rules as they have been altered following the
proposed changes and the copy of the new rules must be signed by
three members and the secretary.

6. An application to register a complete amendment of rules must be made
by the secretary of the society in Form D, and must be sent to the Registrar,
accompanied by:

(a) a statutory declaration in Form C; and

(b) two copies of the new rules as they have been altered following the
proposed changes and the copy of the new rules must be signed by
three members and the secretary.

7. The Registrar may refuse to register a partial amendment of rules and
require a complete amendment if in his or her opinion the condition of the
registered rules renders it expedient.

Societies with branches
8. Every notice of the establishment and application for the registry of a

branch shall be in Form Ab, signed by the secretary and three members of the
branch and countersigned by the secretary of the society.

9. An application to register an amendment of branch rules shall be made in
Form Bb or in Form Db as the case may require, and may be made by an officer
of the society, in which case the statutory declaration in support thereof must
be made by the secretary of the branch; or by the secretary of the branch, in
which case the statutory declaration must be made by an officer of the society.

10. The statutory declaration shall be in Form Cb.

11. The certificate of secession or expulsion to be given by the chief secretary
or other principal officer of a society under section 20 of the Act shall be in
Form G.

Consequences of registry
12. Notice of the situation of the registered office of a society on first registry

shall be deemed to be given by the Rules. Every notice of a change in the
situation of the registered office of a society or a branch shall be sent to the
Registrar within fourteen days after every such change in Forms H and Hb
respectively.

13. A copy of every resolution appointing trustees of a society or a branch
shall be sent to the Registrar within fourteen days after the date of the meeting
whereat such resolution was passed, in Forms I and Ib respectively.

14. The annual returns of a society with branches shall include all branches
of the society registered under the Act. The valuation of a society with branches
shall include all funds under the control of the central body of such society. A
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registered branch shall, in respect of the valuation of any fund or funds adminis-
tered by itself, or by a committee or officers appointed by itself, be subject to
such obligations and such branch, its officers or committee, shall be liable to the
same penalties as if it were a registered society.

15. No valuation of the assets and liabilities of a society or a branch shall be
deemed to be a valuation under the Act, where the person by whom the same
is made (whether a public valuer or not) has audited the accounts of the society
or branch for the year next preceding the date at which the society is valued.

Privileges of registered societies
16. Every application to the Registrar to direct a transfer of stock shall follow

as near as may be Form J and shall be accompanied by a statutory declaration
in Form K, or as near thereto as the facts admit, and by the certificate (if any)
of the stock in respect of which the application is made.

17. Before making the application the society or branch shall submit to the
Registrar for examination a draft copy of the proposed application and dec-
laration.

18. The Registrar, before directing the transfer, may require such further
proof of any statement in the application as may seem to him or her to be
necessary.

19. The Registrar shall give his or her direction in Form L so framed in each
case as to suit the particular circumstances.

Payments on death generally
20. Every nomination made by a member and every revocation and variation

of a nomination, shall be recorded by the society or the branch, and for that
recording the rules of the society or branch may require the member to pay a
sum not exceeding €1.

Disputes
21. Every reference of a dispute to the Registrar shall be in Form M.

22. Every notice of hearing by the Registrar and every requisition for the
attendance of parties and witnesses, and the production of books and documents
shall be in Form N.

23. Where it is necessary to enforce the attendance of a particular witness, or
the production of a particular document, notice shall be in Form O.

24. If an order for discovery is necessary it shall be in Form P.

25. The determination and order of the Registrar shall be in Form S, or as
near thereto as the circumstances of the case may in his or her judgement allow.

Change of name, amalgamation and conversion of societies
26. Every application for approval of change of name must be made in dupli-

cate in Form T, accompanied by a statutory declaration in Form U. If approved,
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the word “approved” shall be written at the foot or end of each such copy, and
the same shall be signed by the Registrar.

27. Every application to register a special resolution for the amalgamation of
societies must be made by each of the societies in duplicate in Form V, and must
be sent to the Registrar, accompanied by statutory declarations from officers of
each society in Form U. No acknowledgement of registry shall be given to either
society until special resolutions in the like terms have been submitted for registry
by the other or others.

28. Every application to register a special resolution for the transfer of the
engagements of a society to another must be made in duplicate in Form W, and
must be sent to the Registrar accompanied by statutory declarations in Forms
U and X.

29. Notice of the application that any of the consents and conditions pre-
scribed for an amalgamation or transfer of engagements may be dispensed with,
shall be advertised in Iris Oifigiúil, at least one month before application is made
to the Registrar in that behalf. Such notice shall be in Form Y.

30. The application that any of the consents and conditions prescribed for an
amalgamation or transfer of engagements may be dispensed with, shall be in
Form Z, and shall be sent to the Registrar in duplicate, with a copy of the Iris
Oifigiúil in which the advertisement of the same is published.

31. Where any consents or conditions prescribed for an amalgamation or
transfer of engagements are dispensed with, the Forms may be modified by
authority of the Registrar to suit the circumstances of the case.

32. In registering a special resolution for amalgamation or transfer of engage-
ments, where any prescribed consents or conditions have been dispensed with,
the words “And confirmed by the Registrar” shall be added after the word
“Registered”.

33. If on an application for dispensing with any prescribed consents or con-
ditions to an amalgamation or transfer of engagements more than one hearing
or adjournment become necessary, the same fee shall be payable in respect of
the same, as in the case of a dispute.

34. Every application to register a special resolution for converting a society
into a company must be in triplicate in Form AA, and must be sent to the
Registrar, accompanied by a statutory declaration in Form U.

35. An application for registry of a special resolution for amalgamation with
a company, or for transfer of engagements to a company, shall be in duplicate
in Form V, or Form W, as the case may be, with the necessary modifications to
suit the facts, and shall be accompanied by statutory declarations in Forms U,
and AC.
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36. Where the special resolution is for conversion into, amalgamation with,
or transfer of all the engagements of a society to a company, the following words
shall be added:

"The registry of the .................................. Society is hereby cancelled (or directed
to be cancelled).

Registrar”

37. No registered society can be registered as a branch unless and until its
registry as a society has been cancelled.

Inspection; cancelling and supervision of registry; dissolution
38. Every application for appointment of inspectors or for calling a special

meeting of a society shall be in duplicate in Form AD and shall be accompanied
by a statutory declaration in Form AE, signed by at least three of the applicants.

39. The appointment of inspectors shall be in Form AF or as near thereto as
circumstances may allow.

40. The notice of special meeting shall be in Form AG. The notice is to be
given either by letter addressed to every member, or by advertisement, or in
such other manner as the Registrar directs.

41. The chairperson of the special meeting shall report to the Registrar as he
or she may direct in Form AH.

42. Every request to cancel registry shall be made in Form AI, and shall name
some newspaper in general circulation in the neighbourhood of the registered
office of the society wherein it is desired that the cancelling of registry shall be
published and shall be accompanied by the sum requisite to defray the expense
of such publication, and by the further sum requisite for publication of such
cancelling in the Iris Oifigiúil.

43. When application is made to cancel registry under the compulsory powers
of the Registrar, the Registrar may require such application to be supported by
such statutory declaration as the Registrar may direct.

44. Notice before cancelling of registry shall be in Form AK.

45. Notice before suspension of registry shall be in Form AKA.

46. The cancelling of registry shall be in Form AL.

47. The suspension or renewal of suspension of registry shall be in Form AM.

48. The advertisement of cancelling or suspension shall be in Form AN.

49. When the registry of any society is cancelled with a view to its registry
as a branch, notice must be given in Form Ab as on the establishment of a
new branch.
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50. Every instrument of dissolution of a society shall be in Form AO, and
every instrument of dissolution of a branch of a Friendly Society in Form AOb,
and shall be signed in duplicate and accompanied by a statutory declaration in
Form AP and by a statement naming some newspaper in general circulation in
the neighbourhood of the registered office of the society or branch wherein it
is desired that notice of the dissolution shall be published and by the sum requi-
site to defray the expenses of such publication and by the further sum requisite
for the like publication in the Iris Oifigiúil.

51. The Registrar shall return one of the duplicates to the society, or in the
case of a branch to the branch through the society with an acknowledgement of
registry in Form AQ.

52. Alterations in the instrument of dissolution shall be signed, declared to,
and registered in like manner.

53. The advertisement of dissolution by instrument shall be in Form ARn.

54. Every award of the Registrar for distribution of funds shall be in Form AS.

55. Every application for dissolution of a society by award of the Registrar
shall be in Form AT and shall name some newspaper in general circulation in
the neighbourhood of the registered office of the society wherein it is desired
that notice of the award shall be published, and with it shall be sent the sum
requisite to defray the expenses of such publication, and the further requisite
sum for the like publication in the Iris Oifigiúil.

56. The notice of investigation shall be in Form AU and the award in Form
AV.

57. The notice of dissolution by award shall be in Form AW.

58. The notice of a proceeding to set aside a dissolution by instrument shall be
in Form AX, and the notice of an order setting aside a dissolution in Form AY.

Offences; penalties; and legal proceedings
59. Where a society or branch appoints officers to sue and be sued other than

its trustees, notice of every such appointment shall be given in the same manner
as provided for trustees, with the necessary modifications to suit the facts.

Modification of forms
60. All forms hereto annexed may be modified to suit any limited application

of the provisions of the Act, or to suit any particular branches when necessary,
or classes of societies or branches, or particular cases, by authority of the
Registrar.
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GIVEN under my Official Seal,
13 September 2018.

HEATHER HUMPHREYS,
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.



[362] 95

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This is not a part of the Instrument and does not purport to be a legal
interpretation.)

The purpose of these Regulations is to prescribe the forms to be used for the
purposes of certain provisions of the Friendly Societies Acts 1896 to 2014.



BAILE ÁTHA CLIATH
ARNA FHOILSIÚ AG OIFIG AN tSOLÁTHAIR

Le ceannach díreach ó
FOILSEACHÁIN RIALTAIS,

52 FAICHE STIABHNA, BAILE ÁTHA CLIATH 2
(Teil: 01 - 6476834 nó 1890 213434; Fax: 01 - 6476843)

nó trí aon díoltóir leabhar.

——————

DUBLIN
PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE

To be purchased from
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS,

52 ST. STEPHEN'S GREEN, DUBLIN 2.
(Tel: 01 - 6476834 or 1890 213434; Fax: 01 - 6476843)

or through any bookseller.

——————

€17.78
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